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Open during wet season (October - April)
Closed during dry season (May-September)

Eutrophic (open) — meso/oligotrophic (closed)
1) nutrient input — freshwater run-off (rain)

2) microalgal growth — light + nutrients

3) zooplankton — peak 2-3 months after closure



Breaching mechanisms

A) Overtopping + scour due to high, rapid inflow wave
low hydrodynamic residence time, sustained high flow
B) Seepage driven erosion and slumping of sand-bar
high WL & sustained high hydraulic gradient (neap tides)
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P Current state of the estuary (bio-physico-
chemical)

» Comparison with results obtained in 1980
(Whitfield)

» Recommendations for management/rehabilitation



Rainfall pattern during the study period

Monthly Rainfall
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LIGHT ATTENUATION COEFFICIENT, K, (Fig. 2.5)
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PHYTOPLANKTON
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BENTHIC MACROFAUNA (Fig 6.1)

B Lower
. B Middle

O Upper




FISH ABUNDANCE AND BIOMASS (Fig. 7.1)
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FISH DIVERSITY - 1980 vs 2003 (Fig. 7.4)
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> few blooms & no anoxic waters

-4) =» no nursery function
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