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LOICZ SSC Membership 

Call for Nominations 

Land-Ocean Interactions in the Coastal Zone (LOICZ) is core project of the International Geosphere-
Biosphere Programme (IGBP) and the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environ-
mental Change (IHDP), and thus under the umbrella of the Earth System Science Partnership (ESSP). 
Since 1993, LOICZ scientists from across the globe have been investigating changes in the biology, 
chemistry and physics of the coastal zone. Since 2003, LOICZ has expanded its areas of research to 
include social sciences in order to address the human dimensions of the coastal zone.  

LOICZ activities – aiming to implement the objectives of the LOICZ Science Plan and Implementation 
Strategy (SPIS) – are overseen by an international Scientific Steering Committee (SSC). The SSC repre-
sents a broad spectrum of scientific disciplines and nationalities. It provides guidance to the LOICZ SSC 
Chair and IPO on project planning, development and implementation. Obviously, the continuing success 
of LOICZ relies considerably on the continued commitment and input of its SSC members.  

Members of the LOICZ SSC are mainstreaming challenging interdisciplinary research on coastal change 
and human dimensions. They form and inform existing and new networks of scientists and user communi-
ties on local up to global scale. Ideally, their individual research and networks including young researchers 
are being exposed to global scientific review and synthesis. 

SSC Functions 

Primary functions of the LOICZ SSC are to 

• Oversee and guide the continued project development, planning and implementation as well as the 
delivery of project outputs 

• Encourage collaboration between LOICZ, the ESSP, and international programs and agencies 
concerned with global change in the coastal zone 

• Provide scientific advice and assistance to national Global Change and ESSP Committees 
• Encourage national governments and regional and international funding agencies to support research 

that contributes to the LOICZ SPIS.  

SSC Tasks 

Members of the SSC serve in their individual capacities and are expected to 

• Provide scientific knowledge and advice from their field of expertise as it relates to LOICZ goals 
• Attend the annual SSC Meeting 
• Provide scientific advice to the Chair on LOICZ development and implementation 
• Develop and promote activities contributing to the LOICZ SPIS 
• Encourage new and maintain existing multidisciplinary science networks including young researchers 
• Host LOICZ workshops and coordinate own LOICZ activities 
• Represent LOICZ at relevant scientific and user community meetings and act as a liaison to LOICZ 

workshop organizers, ESSP partners and external researchers and institutions 
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• Edit special newsletter or journal issues and provide a written report to the IPO within one month of 
representational attendance at any meeting 

• Encourage and foster the affiliation of LOICZ-relevant projects and activities with which they are 
associated or of which they become aware 

• Provide a two-way channel of communication between the SSC and national, and where possible, 
regional and international research and science user communities 

• Inform the IPO, Regional Nodes, National Committees/Contacts, and the SSC Chair of all actions 
directly or indirectly related to LOICZ 

• Assist in securing financial and other support for research activities adopted and approved by the SSC. 

Note: Applicants should be aware that an active role in the LOICZ SSC requires a certain and 
flexible time commitment, but will be mutually beneficial for both the candidate and the project. 

Selection criteria  

In seeking nominations, we are not only looking for scientific excellence and a high level of commitment to 
the LOICZ goals, but are also aiming to achieve a disciplinary, nationality, gender and age balance. 
Criteria for candidates are: 

(1) Disciplinary expertise. Areas of expertise that are required include: environmental, ecological and 
resource economics; social anthropology (ethnology); political science, international relations; science 
communication; vulnerability, resilience, and gender research; remote sensing and GIS; typology; 
sedimentology; modeling; atmosphere/coast exchange; hydrology and coastal oceanography; coastal 
fisheries and aquaculture; and biogeochemistry.  

(2) Geographical balance, important for a global project.  

(3) Available time, commitment and vision.  

To view the status of the current LOICZ SSC, including scientific expertise and nationalities, please check 
our website. 

Application Procedure 

Scientists who serve on the SSC normally do so for a period of 3 years, with the potential for renewal for 
one additional term. Nominations to the SSC can be made by individuals or the SSC itself, and are con-
sidered by the Executive Committee (ExCom) of the SSC. Selected candidates are then recommended to 
IGBP and IHDP for final approval (following regulations of the International Council for Science, ICSU). To 
be nominated, the candidate should send the following items (as Word files) by email to Hartwig Kremer 
(Chief Executive Officer, LOICZ IPO): 

• A cover letter addressed to the LOICZ SSC Chair. This should include the following points: area of 
expertise, possible contribution to the LOICZ SPIS, involvement in LOICZ-related international 
projects, coordination of LOICZ-related projects, involvement in other IGBP/IHDP activities, capacity 
building, international experience and LOICZ-relevant international contacts (max. 2 pages) 

• The nominee's CV (max. 5 pages) 
• 2 letters of support from scientists within LOICZ research areas (each max. 1 page) 
• A statement from the nominee on their aspired role and concrete plans as a LOICZ SSC Member 

stating their available time, commitment and vision. (max. 1 page). 

Application Deadline 

The next deadline is 15 September, 2008.  


